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MEMOPANDUN
Greck Porces in the Acqacan
Greek army forces in the Acgean arc concentrated
on the six major islands of Limnos, Lesbos, Chios,
Samos, Xos and Rhodesn, with smaller units deplovynd for 25X1X40
surveillance purnocos on several of the less invcortant
islands az well.
25X1X4
The information currently available indicates that
the Greeks began roinforcement of the islands during
last spring's Acgean crisiy, but that most of the rein-
forcement has occurred since the Cyprus crisis of Julvy
and August. The most significant aspects of this build-
up have been:
=-In Scptember 1974 the Grecks planncd to devloy
two infantry battalions to each of the six maior
islands. It is not known whether this deployment
actually took place at that time.
--The Greeks planned to deploy sixty light tanks
to the islands in late 1974-early 1975. Their
arrival has not yct bean confirmed.
--Five platoens of mediun tanks were designated
in early 1974 to be movsed to the islands if
danger o“ hostilities grew, one platoon to
each major island cxcent Limnos. These de-
ployments were probably accomplished in laté' e
1974 but have not yet been confirmed. e _é*;
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=-Ten infantry battalions were deploved to the
islands in February 1975, together with twenty- :
six picces of artillery. Tt is, however, vossitle !
that some ol the battalions which werne surmosad
to have beon sent in September were not actually
sent until February.
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-=A total of 500 Raidinag Forces personnel were
reportodly dewloyed to Limnos, Lesbos and Samos
in March 1975,

--Five fighter aircraft were denloved to Lirnos |
in March 1975, tie only combat aircraft curreontly
on the islandec. Rhodes, Samos, Leslkos and vos
also have airfields camable of handling mili-
tary aircraf‘t, although none are presently located

there.
Information on the mersonnel and caquinment strengohs ?
of units on the islands is extremely limited. This is 4

particularly true for those units which =were on the
islands prior to the recent buildup, since manv of them
are configured snecifically for use there and thus aifier @
from units stationed on the mainland in their organization y
and cquivment. Tt is also not always clear from sonme ro- g
ports whether units designatec for defense of the islards .
were actually there at the time of the report or were

merely planncd for deployment to the islands at some later
time.

It should also be noted that the islands also con“ain
National Guard and Gendarmerie forces--gencrally averacing
a reinforced battalion--which would play an important ovars
in their defense. For the puiposes of this memorandun,
however, only regular active duty Greek military personnol
are counted.

There is little doubt that Greek military forces are
present on the islands of the eastern Acgean and the
thrust of the reporting indicates that a relatively larce
buildup of thesc forces has been goi.ra on since last fall
and that the buildup is continuing. The following island-
by-island roundun necessarily involvas rough estinates,

but they accurately portray the magnitude of the changes
which have taken place.
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Limhos.  The number of military personnel is estimated
to H3000-4000.  This reflects an ostimated ineroase

of 2000-3000 mon since last summer. Most of this in-
crecase is acconnted for by the introduction of 3-5 in-
fantry battalicns. In addition artillery and Raidinug
Forces have also been introduced, as well as five fiahter
aircraft.

Lesbos.  The number of military personnel is estimated
to bcT4000-5007. This reflects an octimated ineroace
of 3000-4000 men since last summer. Most of this in-
Creasc is accounted for Ly the introduction of 3-5 in-
fantry buttalions, a field artillery battalien, Raidina
Forces personnel and probably armored uaits.

Khios. The number of military personnel is estimated o
bc 2000-3000. This reflects an estimated increase of
1000~-2000 men since last summer. ‘Most of this increare
is accounted “or by the introduction of 1-3 infantrvy
battalions, as well as artillery, ecngincer and

probably armorod units.

Samos. The number of militaryv personnel is ostimated

to be 2000-3000. This reflects an ertimated increase
of 1000-2000 men since last summer. Most of t! is in-
Crcase is accounted for by the introduction of 1-3
infantry battalions, as well as artil'lery, Raiding Force
and probaily armored units.

Kos. The number of military versonnel is estimated to
be71500-2600. This reflests an estimated increcase of
1000-2000 mon since last summer. Most of this increasa

is accounted for by the introduction of 1-3 infantrv
battalions, as well as artillery and probably armored units.

Rhodes. The number of military personnel is estimated
to be 3000-3000. Thir refleckts an estimated increase of
1600-2700 men since last summor.  Most of this increase
is accounted for by the introduction of 2-4 in‘antry
battalions, as well as smaller artillery, enginecer and
probably armor units.
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